A 61-YR-OLD man with untreated prehypertension (blood pressure of 120/80 -139/89 mmHg) underwent an L2-S1 decompressive laminectomy and L4 -L5 instrumented fusion during general anesthesia. The intraoperative and immediate postoperative courses were uneventful. Initially, he had no visual complaints. On postoperative day 1, the patient experienced confusion, severe headache, and increasing hypertension (systolic blood pressure of 180 -220 mmHg). On postoperative day 2, he experienced photophobia progressing to blindness over several hours. Magnetic resonance imaging of the head demonstrated patchy T2 signal increase without diffusion signal abnormality predominantly in the parietooccipital cortex (arrows) with scattered foci elsewhere. A diagnosis of posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome was made. The patient's hypertension was controlled with a nicardipine infusion, and during a period of 12 h his visual deficits resolved.
